Visitor’s Day for Ohmsett Dispersant Effectiveness Testing 
Agenda - January 31, 2007
To all:  On January 31, 2007 the U.S. Minerals Management Service (MMS) will conduct a Visitors Day event at Ohmsett – The National Oil Spill Response Test Facility in Leonardo, New Jersey to demonstrate the dispersant effectiveness (DE) testing capabilities.  The Visitors Day is a component of a two week test series funded by MMS to determine the dispersibility of fresh, weathered and emulsified Alaskan crude oils in cold water using Corexit 9500 and 9527 dispersants.   

It will be a full house at Ohmsett for the Visitors Day.  We currently have more that 60 scientists from private industry, academia and governmental agencies that will participate in the Visitors Day event including ten observers from Canada, France, Norway and the United Kingdom.  The U.S. Coast Guard, Atlantic Strike Team, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Emergency Response Team have accepted MMS’s invitation to participate in the dispersant effectiveness tests and will use the Ohmsett DE experiments as a training exercise for the SMART dispersant monitoring protocol and the use of fluorometers.  

I have attached a copy of the Visitors day agenda to this e-mail.  On the January 31, 2007 Visitor’s Day we will conduct two DE experiments.  

· First experiment 10:00 am - Alaska North Slope crude oil 15% weathered without dispersant (Control test) 
· Second experiment 1:30 pm - Alaska North Slope crude oil 15% weathered with Corexit 9500 applied at a 1:20 dosage 
The weather forecast for Wednesday, January 31, 2007 is partly cloudy with expected highs in the mid 30s and lows in the upper 20s.

Visitors will have an opportunity to see actual DE testing and observe the dispersant test protocol in action.  Between the experiments observers will tour the Ohmsett facility to see the latest upgrades that include a newly refurbished and painted tank, new scientific monitoring equipment and a new chemistry laboratory.  Between experiments and during lunch will be an excellent time to network with fellow oil spill researchers.  

There will be press coverage at the Ohmsett Visitors Day.  They learned of the Ohmsett facility through a published article regarding an oil spill response research project funded by MMS to improve the efficiency of mechanical skimmers.  The project was conducted by researchers from the University of California, Santa Barbara and performance tested at Ohmsett.  The efficiency of the drum skimmer was improved over 200% and the resulting skimmer design was patented by UCSB.  

Attached is a copy of the Visitors Day attendee list to this e-mail.  Please verify that your contact information is correct.  E-mail any changes to Ms. Rosenberg at Ohmsett.  Please call me at (703) 787-1556, or e-mail me joseph.mullin@mms.gov if you have any questions.  I look forward to seeing everyone next week.

Regards,

Joe Mullin

0700-0845
Visitors arrive at Pass and ID Office, Naval Weapons Station Earle Security for clearance

0730-0845
Breakfast available for visitors
0900

Welcome to Ohmsett (Bill Schmidt)
0910

Health and Safety Briefing (Bill Schmidt)
0915

Introduction and Purpose of the Experiments (Joseph Mullin)

0930

Dispersant Test Program (Randy Belore/Ken Trudel)
0945

Mobilize everyone up to the deck of the Ohmsett test tank 

1000
First experiment (Control test – Alaska North Slope crude oil 15% weathered without dispersant)

1045

Tour’s of the Ohmsett Facility (split into two/three tour groups)
1200

Lunch (provided on-site)

1315

Mobilize everyone up to the deck of the Ohmsett test tank

1330
Second experiment (Alaska North Slope crude oil 15% weathered with Corexit 9500 applied at a 1:20 dosage)

1430
Reconvene back in training room 
1430-1445
Presentation on “Dispersant Application Observation Job Aid” by Ed Levine, NOAA/SSC

1445-1530
Final Debriefing/Q&A Session (Mullin/Belore)
1530
Adjourn
