Recommended Changes to the Grant Policy Manual
Major changes

1) Combined chapters 1 and 2 into a single introduction.  This was done to provide an introduction that was less repetitive and clearer.
2) Added “Partnership agreement (2.3.4)” and “Service agreement(2.3.5)” to the types of grants provided.  These were added to account for differences in reporting and review requirements for grants that are outside of the typical research grant.  
a. Partnership agreements allow for OSRI contributing funds to a partnership without requiring OSRI specific reporting from the organization that collects the partnership funds.  Instead reporting will be the responsibility of the organization being funded to conduct the work.  This is different from a cooperative agreement in that partnerships are not recurring, and OSRI is not expected to contribute anything other than funding.    
b. The “service agreement” aims to cover the case where a routine task, such as web updates, is to be covered.  The reporting requirements are waived for these agreements and external/independent review is not required.
3) Changed the proposal requirement so that it is the same for all three sizes of grants.  This reduces the number of forms we have.  Previously they had a different maximum number of pages.  Since there is no minimum number of pages in any proposal it is up to the proposer to provide the appropriate level of detail needed.

4) Redefined the “Small” grant and reinstated the Medium ($25K to 100K) grant size.  The redefined “Small Grant” does not require external reviews to be sought.  Instead it uses the Research Program Manager and STC to review these programs.  This is desired to reduce the burden on potential reviewers when the program value is low.

5) Shifted the proposal requirement from hard copies to electronic submission required.  The electronic files are needed for the review and this reduces the paper we use.

6) Require proposals to link their work to OSRI’s mission and goals.

7) Removed the repayment/Program Income clause (10.4).  This clause looked to have OSRI receive payment on proceeds from technology developed under OSRI funding.  The repayment clause creates a lot of questions when developing contracts and repayment is honestly so unlikely to occur given the funding levels and partnership work that OSRI funds that it is better to remove it.
8) Changed the requirements for requesting permission to change funding between line items.  The new requirement is more consistent with federal programs.  It also changes the budget change requests so that no requests are necessary for items less than $2000.
9) Changed the annual report deadline for grant renewals so that the report is required before the anniversary date so a review can be done before the renewal date.  Before we required the annual report 45 days after the anniversary, but could not renew the contract without the annual report.  Now the annual report is required 30 days prior to the renewal date along with the statement of work and budget for the upcoming year.

10) Removed the requirement that a formal investigation take place before OSRI can censure an investigator for scientific misconduct.  It still requires an inquiry, but reduces OSRIs burden of proof.

Minor changes

1) Many grammatical changes and moved text to more appropriate locations.
2) Made the goal statements consistent with that used elsewhere

3) Increased mention of the OSRI Science Plan.

4) Updated contact information

5) Moved the definition of “grant” up.

6) Clarified the materials required for a continuing grant renewal and moved it to the location where other required materials are discussed.

7) Added a requirement to report any manuscripts or presentations in the quarterly reports.

8) Stressed that bills must be submitted within 90 days.

9) Removed requirement to post RFPs to Commerce Business Daily.

10) Add STC members and staff to the Conflict of Interest Statement.

11) Deleted section on general purpose equipment.

12) Tried to sort out the summer salary component

13) Updated Appendices to be consistent with the Policy Manual Text.
