Potential Partner Organizations
One of OSRI’s goals is to partner with other organizations with similar interests in improving recovery systems, knowledge of the ecological effects of spills, or observing the ocean.  This document lists many of the potential partners and their missions, but may not be totally inclusive.  This is to be used to help discuss where OSRI may want to focus partnerships in the future.

· Industry
· Industry looks to improve spill response, and conducts ecological research in areas with exploration or development.  We list some of the potential industry partners, but do not add their mission statements because they do not necessarily provide an indication of the areas that they may be interested in partnering with OSRI.
· B.P.
· Shell
· Conoco-Phillips
· Chevron
· Tesoro
· Exxon-Mobile
· Shippers
· others
· Response Organizations
· Cook Inlet Spill Prevention & Response Inc. (CISPRI)
· The CISPRI Team will provide our Member Companies with the most professional, cost-effective contingency planning and spill removal possible.  CISPRI personnel will continuously strive toward quality improvements to satisfy evolving expectations/requirements of our Member Companies, governmental agencies, and the general public.
· Alaska Clean Seas (ACS)
· Mission: To Protect the environment by providing effective    response services to the Alaska North Slope Crude Oil Producers and the first 167 miles of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System in accordance with the oil spill response agreements and plans.
· Alyeska/ Ship Escort Response Vessel System (SERVES)
· Mission: To prevent oil spills by assisting tankers in safe navigation through Prince William Sound and to protect the environment by providing effective response services to the Valdez Marine Terminal and Alaska Crude Oil Shippers in accordance with oil spill response agreements and plans.
· Southeast Alaska Petroleum Resource Organization (SEAPRO)
· Southeast Alaska Petroleum Resource Organization (SEAPRO) is Southeast Alaska's Response Action Contractor and Oil Spill Removal Organization. It is a cooperative non-profit corporation serving the needs of various facilities and vessels throughout the Southeast Alaska region. SEAPRO's mission is to provide oil spill response resources to any of its member companies in a spill.
· Alaska Chadux Corporation
· Mission: To be Alaska’s responder of choice, ready to protect Alaska’s environment in a safe, efficient, and cost effective manner.
· Government Organizations 
· Government organizations can play several roles.  They are resource managers, responders, monitoring organizations, and researchers.
· Alaska Department of Environment Conservation
· The Division of Spill Prevention and Response (SPAR) prevents spills of oil and hazardous substances, prepares for when a spill occurs and responds rapidly to protect human health and the environment.
· Alaska Department of Fish and Game
· Minerals Management Service
· Environmental Studies Program  - The Minerals Management Service (MMS) Environmental Studies Program began in 1973 as a means to gather and synthesize environmental, social, and economic information to support decision making for the offshore oil and gas program.  Since its beginning, the National Environmental Studies Program has contracted for more than $600 million dollars of studies throughout the coastal zone of the continental United States. These funds have supported studies of all aspects needed for a thorough understanding of the complex nature of the Alaskan Outer Continental Shelf and have aided in the wise protection of its valuable resources. The MMS uses information from the studies program in evaluating potential environmental problems associated with all levels of oil and gas activities.
· Arctic Oil Spill Response - The Minerals Management Service has an active program to fund and conduct Arctic oil spill research and development (R&D) projects. This includes oil spills that may occur on top of or underneath solid, stable ice, in broken ice, or in cold open waters. In most areas of the world, the greatest need is to develop operational tools to detect and map oil in any ice type and to develop effective response options to spilled oil in moving, broken pack ice. R&D projects currently underway focuses on four types of response technologies: remote sensing and surveillance, mechanical response, chemical treating agents including dispersants and in-situ burning. This research includes conducting operational research experiments with oil in small and large test tanks, at sea, and in ice to demonstrate and improve many different types of oil spill response technologies and methodologies.
· National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
· Wide array of research being conducted
· Several programs that fund research
· Monitoring through the National Weather Service, National Data Buoy Center, and other components
· Office of Response and Restoration - NOAA's Office of Response and Restoration (OR&R) protects coastal and marine resources, mitigates threats, reduces harm, and restores ecological function. The Office provides comprehensive solutions to environmental hazards caused by oil, chemicals, and marine debris.
· Provides health, safety, and skill training for emergency responders
· Conducts exercises to promote preparedness
· Conducts research to develop tools and techniques to improve response efficiency, increase scientific accuracy, and decrease harm to life, property, and the environment
· Provides accurate, timely, and relevant scientific data, information, products, services and advice to organizations charged with responding to and mitigating the consequences of natural and human-induced disasters
· Provides on-site 24/7 meteorological support to incident commanders and first responders involved in natural and man-made hazardous events to ensure the safety of personnel and the affected public, and mitigation of threats to nearby infrastructure
· Provides data and other support to NOAA programs and entities conducting long-term restoration, remediation, and research.
· U. S. Coast Guard
· Oversee response
· Research & Development Program – Pollution Prevention & Response - To conduct research and development, test and evaluation of existing and emerging oil spills, and hazardous materials response technologies.
· Regional Councils
· Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council
· Citizens of Alaska organized the Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council (PWSRCAC) after the Exxon Valdez oil spill in 1989 to provide a voice for communities affected by oil industry decisions in Prince William Sound, the Gulf of Alaska, and Cook Inlet. The council is an independent non-profit organization whose mission is to promote environmentally safe operation of Alyeska Pipeline’s Valdez Marine Terminal and associated oil tankers.
· The council works to reduce pollution from crude oil transportation through Prince William Sound and the Gulf of Alaska. PWSRCAC monitors Alyeska’s Valdez terminal and tanker operations, conducts independent research, and advises industry and government on ways to prevent oil spills and respond effectively if spills do occur. PWSRCAC also increases public awareness of these areas and various other aspects of Alyeska’s operations, including environmental protection capabilities and actual and potential environmental impacts of the terminal and tanker operations.
· Cook Inlet Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council
· OPA 90 directs the Council in its efforts to improved marine transportation and oil facility operations and mandates action to that end. COOK INLET RCAC must provide advice and recommendations on policies, permits and site-specific regulations for terminal and tanker operations and maintenance; monitor environmental impacts of the operation of terminals and tankers; monitor terminals and tanker operations and maintenance that may affect the environment near terminals; review the adequacy of oil-spill prevention and contingency plans for terminals and tankers; provide advice and recommendations on port operations, policies and practices; and review standards for tankers bound for, loading at, or exiting from oil terminals among other duties.
· Research Organizations
· Coastal Response Research Center (CRRC)
· The Coastal Response Research Center is focused on developing new approaches to spill response and restoration in marine and estuarine environments through research and synthesis of information.
· The primary purpose of the Center is to bring together the resources of a research-oriented university and the field expertise of OR&R to conduct and oversee basic and applied research, conduct outreach, and encourage strategic partnerships in spill response, assessment and restoration.
· University of Alaska Coastal Management Institute (CMI)
· The University of Alaska Coastal Marine Institute (CMI) was created by a cooperative agreement between the University of Alaska and the U. S. Department of the Interior Minerals Management Service Alaska Region (MMS) to study coastal topics associated with the development of natural gas, oil, and minerals in Alaska's outer continental shelf (OCS). Under this cooperative program, MMS taps the highly qualified scientific expertise at the University of Alaska to:
· Collect and disseminate environmental information needed for OCS oil, gas, and marine minerals decisions.
· Address local and regional OCS-related environmental and resource issues of mutual interest.
· Strengthen the partnership between MMS and the states by addressing OCS oil and gas and marine minerals information needs.
· North Pacific Research Board (NPRB)
· Building a clear understanding of the North Pacific, Bering Sea and Arctic Ocean ecosystems that enables effective management and sustainable use of marine resources.
· Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council (EVOS)
· The Trustee Council was established to guide the use of the funds from the civil settlement for restoration activities.  The council is made up of three federal and three state representatives, and decisions require consensus of the six members.
· In 1994, the Trustee Council set its sights high when it established its mission to restore Prince William Sound and the Gulf of Alaska to the healthy, productive, world-renowned ecosystem that existed before the spill.
· The Trustee Council has dedicated about 40 percent of the available funds or $285 million to funding one of the largest marine science efforts in the world.
· North Slope Science Initiative (NSSI)
· The North Slope Science Initiative (NSSI) is an inter-agency effort to increase collaboration at the local, state, and federal levels to address the research, inventory, and monitoring needs as they relate to development activities on the North Slope.
· Arctic Research Commission (ARC)
· The United States Arctic Research Commission was established by the Arctic Research and Policy Act of 1984 (as amended, Public Law 101-609). The Commission’s principal duties are (1) to establish the national policy, priorities, and goals necessary to construct a federal program plan for basic and applied scientific research with respect to the Arctic, including natural resources and materials, physical, biological and health sciences, and social and behavioral sciences; (2) to promote Arctic research, to recommend Arctic research policy, and to communicate our research and policy recommendations to the President and the Congress; (3) to work with the National Science Foundation as the lead agency responsible for implementing the Arctic research policy and to support cooperation and collaboration throughout the Federal Government; (4) to give guidance to the Interagency Arctic Research Policy Committee (IARPC) to develop national Arctic research projects and a five-year plan to implement those projects; and (5) to interact with Arctic residents, international Arctic research programs and organizations and local institutions including regional governments in order to obtain the broadest possible view of Arctic research needs.
· Monitoring Organizations
· Alaska Ocean Observing System
· The Alaska Ocean Observing System’s mission is to improve our ability to rapidly detect changes in marine ecosystems and living resources, and predict future changes and their consequences for the public good.
· Goals
· Improve the safety and efficiency of marine operations
· More effectively mitigate the effects of natural hazards
· Improve predictions of climate change and its effects on coastal populations
· Improve national security
· Reduce public health risks
· More effectively protect and restore healthy coastal marine ecosystems
· Enable the sustained use of marine resources


