Chronology of Key events 

1989

March 24, 1989, - Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS)

April 22, 1989 – Prince William Sound Science Center incorporated as an IRS recognized 501(c)(3) non-profit organization with a mission to improve the scientific understanding of the Prince William Sound region.


Summer, 1989 – Mead Treadwell (Director, Cordova Oil Spill Response Office), Rick Steiner (Marine Advisory Program agent, Cordova), & RJ Kopchak (Cordova City Council member and fisherman) work with Senator Stevens’ on draft language to establish the Oil Spill Recovery Institute (OSRI)


1989-90 - Senator Stevens adds Title V, the language establishing OSRI, to the Oil Pollution Action of 1990 (OPA90)
1990

OPA90, Title V establishes the Oil Spill Recovery Institute (OSRI)

OPA90 also mandates establishment of Regional Citizens’ Advisory Councils (RCACs) in Prince William Sound and Cook Inlet

Alaska State Department of Environmental Conservation promotes new oil pollution control regulations


Alaska Oil Spill curriculum compiled for K-12 audience; initial publication funded by grants from University of Alaska Foundation and private industry; distribution through the PWSSC and OSRI. Later revisions to this curriculum in 1995 were funded by OSRI.

· John Harville, Ph.D., Interim Director of PWSSC, chairs a science planning meeting held in Cordova to identify research needs in the 1990s for Prince William Sound and the Copper River Delta region. Over 100 participants attended from federal and state agencies, as well as academic and other institutions.

· Alaska Hazardous Substance Spill Technology Review Council (HSTRC) established by State of Alaska.


Seward and University of Alaska Fairbanks opposes legislation that names PWSSC as administrator of OSRI.

· PWSSC spends significant money lobbying in Washington, D.C. to protect OSRI language

· G.L. Thomas, Ph.D. recruited and begins half-time work as PWSSC President. Thomas initially uses his home in Seattle as a base of operations, moving to Cordova in early 1992 after fundraising efforts succeed.

1991

Coast Guard and State settled cleanup from Exxon Valdez oil spill

$100,000 appropriation passed Congress for the OSRI but these funds are never transferred from NOAA to OSRI’s administrator, the PWSSC


$900 million out-of-court settlement reached by state and federal governments with Exxon; Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council established to administer the settlement funds.
1992
· OSRI receives first appropriation from Congressional funds and 19-member Advisory Board is established.

· OSRI Scientific and Technical Committee (STC) established; John Goering appointed Chair and directed to recruit additional members. 
1993

T/V Overseas Ohio struck an iceberg (Columbia Glacier) in PWS

ADEC enlists assistance of the HSSTRC and OSRI in reviewing research proposals and recommendations for $5 million EVOS criminal settlement


PWSSC and OSRI provide staff support to State’s Hazardous Substance Spill Technology Review Council (HSSTRC)


Commercial fishermen, frustrated by lack of relevant research on fisheries issues by the Exxon Valdez oil spill Trustee Council, blockade oil tanker traffic in Valdez Narrows for three days

· EVOS Trustee Council awards a $50,000 science planning grant to the Prince William Sound Fisheries Ecosystem Research Planning Group (PWSFERPG). Their report promotes Sound Ecosystem Assessment (SEA), a multi-disciplinary and multi-agency research program focused on PWS. Agencies involved include: PWSSC, UAF, ADF&G, Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation (PWSAC), and the U. S. Forest Service. 

· Science of the Sound environmental education program begins in Cordova and takes programs periodically during the year to Tatitlek, Chenega Bay and Whittier

· John Goering, Chair of the OSRI STC, reports to the Advisory Board that five individuals are willing to serve on the STC: Douglas Eggers, Stanley (Jeep) Rice, Thomas Royer, Raymond Jakubczak, and Alan Mearns.

· OSRI Advisory Board, OSRI STC and PWSSC recommend to the Secretary of Commerce appointment of G.L. Thomas, Ph.D., as OSRI Director.

· First draft of “Oil Pollution Research and Technology Plan for the Arctic and Sub-Arctic” published by PWSSC staff (David Salmon and G.L. Thomas), for the OSRI and HSSTRC.

· OSRI Advisory Board meets in Cordova and Valdez.

1994

· OSRI STC review draft of Oil Pollution Research Technology Plan for the Arctic and Sub-Arctic.

· Sound Ecosystem Assessment (SEA) research program receives first year of five years of funding support from the EVOS Trustee Council. OSRI supported staff at PWSSC assist in SEA’s implementation.

· PWSSC staff expands from 7 full and part-time to about 20 full-time

· OSRI Advisory Board meets in Cordova and Kodiak.

· HSSTRC and OSRI work together closely. HSSTRC solicits proposals for oil pollution related research projects to be funded by the state.

1995

· Revised strategic plan, “Oil Pollution Research Technology Plan for the Arctic and Sub-Arctic,” published (authors: David Salmon, Switgard Duesterloh and G.L. Thomas)


Presentation on the SEA research program given at AAAS Arctic Division professional meeting


HSSTRC recommends 13 project proposals for grant awards from state funds; however, change in administration occurs and project awards are not made.


Funds to support OSRI lapse and no additional Congressional appropriation is made. Last Advisory Board meeting of the first 19-member Board is held August 24, 1995 in Cordova.
1996

· HSSTRC is terminated (legislation sunsetting this council is not amended)

· OPA90 amended with several amendments to OSRI section:

· Geographic scope for OSRI changed from EVOS impacted region to marine environment of the Arctic and Sub-Arctic

· Composition of Advisory Board changed – 14 voting members instead of 17; less state and federal agency representatives; appointments by Governor rather than Secretary of Commerce

· Funding mechanism enacted whereby OSRI receives interest earnings on a $22.5 million fund that is managed by the Treasury and is part of the National Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund.

1997


May 1997 – Newly convened OSRI Advisory Board meets and hosts a two-day Strategic planning workshop in Cordova


Advisory Board adopts three program areas, applied technology, predictive ecology and public outreach and education.


December 1997 - First transfer of interest earnings for OSRI programs sent to PWSSC. $2.4 million transfer represents 18 months of interest earnings since passage of the OPA90 amending legislation from 1996.

1998

OSRI awards first grants supporting workshops and projects


Science planning meetings with Kodiak by PWSSC President and Board members; trying to lay groundwork for regional groups supporting nowcast-forecast approach 


Science planning meetings with Bristol Day by PWSSC President and Board members

· OSRI Grant policy manual developed, based on National Science Foundation model.

· Advertising begins to recruit Technology Coordinator for OSRI program.

· OSRI Business Plan drafted

1999

Advisory Board approves five-year funding commitment for the Nowcast-Forecast program


April 1999 - Business plan approved


Cook Inlet Safety of Navigation, Oil Dispersant, and Geographic Response Planning workshops held, all receiving grant support from OSRI


Walter Cox hired as OSRI Technology Coordinator

2000
· OSRI programs and grant programs mature

· Board appoints first committee to work with staff on Annual Work Plan for 2001 programs


December 2000 - PWS Metereological Observation workshop


Oil and Ice workshop


Intertidal resources at risk project on the Copper River Delta begins


Dispersion Impact Analysis project begins


OSRI projects awarded supporting acoustic monitoring of Pollock, herring and zooplankton

· EVOS Trustee Council begins planning of the Gulf Ecosystem Monitoring (GEM) program, to be implemented in 2002

· OSRI supports “Response” software project, collaborating with spill coops, industry and agencies

2001

Advisory Board discussion regarding an independent review of the OSRI program to date, to help with future planning. This discussion leads to a decision to request a National Academies’ review of OSRI projects and processes


Grant Policy Manual revised to involve the STC in review of medium grants.


Windy Bay spill occurs in Unakwik Inlet (northern PWS); spill responders call OSRI and request information about ocean circulation in the spill area. 

· Ice Detection Radar System begins to be established in PWS; collaborative project of PWS Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council, OSRI, ADEC and the U.S. Coast Guard

2002

Oil and Ice R & D draft report


Initial link of the Oil Spill Contingency and Response (OSCAR) Model and Princeton Ocean Model (POM) for Prince William Sound


OSRI funds the installation of seven new meteorological and tide stations


October 2002 - Draft report from the National Academies’ National Research Council (NRC) received

· October 2002 – Director Gary Thomas resigns

· November 2002 - Strategic Planning workshops begin with PWSSC Board’s Executive Committee
2003

OSRI holds a strategic planning retreat
· OSRI adopts a mission statement, vision statement, goals (understand, respond, inform, and partner), and implementation strategies
· NRC report “The Oil Spill Recovery Institute: Past, Present, and Future Directions” is published.

· Nancy Bird is hired as the Executive Director of OSRI


Dr. Carl Schoch replaces Walter Cox as the OSRI Science Director 
· The EVOS Trustees Gulf Ecosystem Monitoring Project put on hold

2004

Advancing Oil Spill Response in Ice-Covered Waters report published


Draft 5-year Science Plan is sent out for public comment
· Changes to OPA 90 extends OSRI until 2012

· A drifter experiment is held in Prince William Sound to test the Nowcast/Forecast models

· Cold regions research partnership formed with the Cooperative Institute for Coastal and Estuarine Environmental Technology, Coastal Response Research Center, and Minerals Management Service to fund research into oil spill response techniques

2005

Amendments to the OPA 90 legislation extends OSRI’s funding to the end of exploration and development of oil and gas in Alaska.


5-year Science Plan is adopted
· Begin deployment of NRCS SnoTel stations to replace existing meteorological stations

· Transition Nowcast/Forecast modeling to the Prince William Sound Ocean Observing System, a component of the Alaska Ocean Observing System
· Observational oceanography program installs moorings in the entrances to Prince William Sound to study water exchange with the Gulf of Alaska

· PWSSC and the Imaginarium collaborate on a traveling education program

2006

Dr. Katey Walter is hired as the new OSRI Research Program Manager

Cold regions partners fund a test of a novel skimmer surface in ice infested waters
· A Joint Industry Program begins aimed at testing techniques for responding to oil spilled in ice
· First joint project between OSRI and the North Pacific Research Board is funded

2007

Cold Regions partnership disbands as a formal group, but maintains informal connections

· The Ecology of the Copper River Delta, and the monitoring of PWS zooplankton, and nekton projects end

· Dr. Scott Pegau is hired as the new OSRI Research Program Manager

OSRI offers prizes, through InnoCentive, for solutions to challenges faced by oil spill responders in the Arctic
· Begin the process to perform another strategic planning exercise

· Last year scheduled for funding of Nowcast/Forecast model development

· Oil and Ice conference held 

2008
· Conduct strategic planning exercise

· OSRI offers an undergraduate scholarship for students in the appropriate technology fields at the Kenai Peninsula College

