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16 February, 2007; R. Ted Cooney, Chair      
The OSRI STC is presently engaged in the following activities:

· The committee is preparing to evaluate proposals for joint research in FY07 with the North Pacific Research Board.  Requests for Proposals (RFPs) for (1) Tracking and Monitoring Marine Organisms; and (2) Socioeconomics: Modeling Community Impacts were posted in the fall.  Responding proposals will soon be reviewed by the STC and NPRB, and final recommendations made at a collaborative meeting in early April in Seward.  Three proposals have been received under the tagging RFP.  Regrettably, no proposals responded to the call for the socioeconomic modeling work. 

· The results of forage fish studies (joint OSRI/NPRB sponsorship) from work conducted in FY06 were recently posted by Scott Johnson (NOAA Auke Bay).  Preliminary information indicates that capture methodologies worked well – thousands of fishes were sampled – paving the way for a second year of work in FY07.  Seasonal variations in forage fish composition were documented, and linkages to juvenile nursery habitat described.  Kelp and eel grass beds were found to be very important for some fishes.  It seems clear from this and other near-shore investigations that the shallow edge zone of PWS is indeed critical fish habitat, and that learning all we can about its role in the local ecology is essential. 
· The STC is preparing to advise the Board, the Research Program Manager and the Executive Director on issues arising from partnerships designed to strengthen the “response” goals of OSRI.  As technical questions surface with Joint Industry Proposals, the InnoCentive program, and the Cold Climate Novel Skimmer partnership, the STC expects to become more active in its advisory role. The STC Chair attended the InnoCentive workshop in Anchorage (February 7) by phone conference to learn first hand about what the problem solving potentials for that program are.
· The STC will begin looking closely at the accomplishments of the AOOS/PWSOS collaboration in PWS.  OSRI is heavily invested in the observational work, and there are questions about the longevity of the effort after the initial 5-6 year run for which OSRI funds have been allocated. It seems appropriate to begin looking at program results and possible future directions now even though the work is only halfway along its projected track. 
It is my intent to be present (in person) at most OSRI Board Meetings this year.  This will afford me the opportunity to get to know each of you, and to make myself available for questions and discussions that might occur outside the formal meeting process – often an important part of any gathering.  
