STATEMENT OF COOPERATION

ALASKA FORUM ON THE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM
PROGRESS REPORT
August 2006
GOAL: Plan, support, and implement the Alaska Forum on the Environment conference (Forum) in Anchorage in February 2007.
STATUS: The last annual conference was held in Anchorage on February 6-10, 2006.  There were 1,161 attendees who participated in briefings, discussions, training, and meetings consistent with the mission: “Alaskans working together to promote a clean, healthy environment through communication and education.”  Fees from attendee registrations totaled $117,898.
The Forum Planning Committee held a “Lessons Learned” meeting on February 17, 2006, and began laying the groundwork for the 2007 conference.  SOC member agencies are invited to participate in the Planning Committee and to help organize subject-matter tracks for the 2007 Forum.  The Planning Committee met August 15 and tentatively decided on the following tracks for the 2007 Forum:
· Climate change
· Federal facility environmental activities
· Contaminated sites and oil/hazardous substance releases

· Rural and regional issues

· Fish and wildlife resources and invasive species
· Solid waste management

· Environmental health and contaminants

· Energy resources and conservation

· Mining projects

· Environmental engineering and science

· Environmental regulations

· Environmental Justice

· Emergency Response Management

· Indian General Assistance Program Training
· Restoration Advisory Board Meeting
· Environmental management systems

· Coastal America Alaska regional implementation

· Environmental film festival

· Hazwoper refresher training

· Statement of Cooperation Executive Steering Committee meeting

The annual conference expense is approximately $250,000—about half of which comes from SOC member agency support.  It is timely for SOC member agencies to allocate funds (e.g., $15,000) to support the upcoming Forum conference (contact Kurt Eilo at 230-9805 or keilo@akforum.com).

LEAD AGENCY: The Department of the Interior will provide coordination and integration between the SOC and the conference Planning Committee.  The Forum’s Board of Directors includes two ex officio seats held by DOI and the Federal Aviation Administration.

TIMELINE: The Planning Committee will meet every other week until January, and then weekly until the Forum, which will be held February 12-16, 2007, at the Egan Center, Anchorage.
