CONFIDENTIAL

InnoCentiveTM Problem Submission Form

Key Contact

Name:  Planning Manager, Alaska Clean Seas  Date:  19 Aug 2006
Email:  planning@alaskacleanseas.org  
Phone:  907 659 3207 
Background (How is this problem related to your R&D project)
During spill response in sub-freezing temperatures, rope mop skimmers and other oleophilic skimmers recovery rates can be severally hampered by the build up of ice.  Hot water and/or steam can be used to remove the ice buildup, however, smaller recovery vessels and barges do not have ready sources for hot water or steam.  Hot water and steam also increase the amount of water recovered and decreases the available storage.  We are interested in a product that can be used in small amounts to decrease the ice build up.  
Problem Description (Briefly but precisely define the problem
that needs to be solved)
When conducting spill response operations in sub-freezing weather, ice buildup on skimmer surfaces can decrease or even stop oil recovery operations.  Space is limited on small recovery vessels for carrying large amounts of hot water or a steam generator.  Another product is needed to eliminate or reduce ice buildup on skimmer surfaces.  The product needs to be non-toxic and effective when utilizing relatively small amounts.  
Deliverable (What do you like to see in the solution – white paper, new ideas, data, sample, etc.)
· Identify a deicing product that can be sprayed on skimming surfaces.  Product needs to be non-toxic and effective for eliminating ice build up.

· Deliver a report on successful testing of the product on oleophilic skimmer surfaces in sub-freezing conditions..
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