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Commitment to participate in the JIP: “Oil Spill Contingency for Arctic and Ice-infested Waters”.
Summary from letter sent April 8th 2006; 

SINTEF has, on behalf of the oil companies ChevronTexaco, ConocoPhillips, Shell, Statoil and TOTAL, performed a pre-project to prepare a state-of-the-art report on oil spill contingency in Arctic and ice-infested waters which identifies research and development needs in this area. Based on this, SINTEF, international R&D partners and the oil companies have formulated a Joint Industry Program (JIP) to advance Arctic oil spill contingency technology and knowledge. 

An invitation to comment upon the final draft versions of the JIP proposal and State-of-the-art report was issued 8th April 2006, with a deadline for feed-back set to 1st May 2006, further extended until May 10th. During this process some questions have been raised which is addressed in a separate attachment  to this letter. The final version of the JIP proposal and State-of-the-art report is enclosed.
COMMITMENT TO PARTICIPATE.
Several companies in addition to the five participating in the present Steering Committee have as a result of this invitation signalised positive interest for participation in the JIP.  As decided by the present Steering Committee the deadline for commitment for participation in this Joint Industry program is set to: 15th June 2006.
Oil and gas companies are invited as major funders on equal basis as the five existing partners. We request that the companies that intend to become a major funder in this JIP send a letter with their intention by email to Stein Erik Sørstrøm (stein.e.sorstrom@sintef.no) within 15th June 2006. SINTEF will then issue a standardised contract for review and approval shortly after.
Other interested parties are invited as major or minor funders. Details will be discussed with each party during the follow up period after 15th June 2006.

We have received indication that MMS may choose a position as major funder while a number of other organisations will become minor funders (in kind support or through direct financial support connected to specific tasks) We have received sufficient feedback from Alaska Clean Seas, the Norwegian Coastal Administration and Norwegian Clean Seas Association for Operating Companies (NOFO) regarding their participation /possible participation as minor funders and will follow up directly towards these organisations for further details. Other organisation should forward a letter of intention by email within 15th June 2006.
Should you have any further question to the state-of-the-art report or to the planned JIP, please contact Senior Scientist Ivar Singsaas on phone +47 98243467 / email; Ivar.Singsaas@SINTEF.NO 
Yours sincerely

Stein Erik Sørstrøm
Program Coordinator

SINTEF Technology and Society

International Operations

Distribution list

· Norsk Hydro; Lars.Ingolf.Eide@hydro.com; 
· RWE DEA; lars.moe@rwedea.com; 
· British Gas; JensPetter.Aabel@bg-group.com
· AgipKCO  m.shepherd@agipkco.com;  n.booth@agipkco.com; richard.hurdley@agipkco.com 

· British Petroleum Tad.Lynch@BP.com; 
· ExxonMobil alexis.e.steen@exxonmobil.com; tim.j.nedwed@exxonmobil.com; age.v.sivertsen@exxonmobil.com; 

· MMS, , Joseph.Mullin@mms.gov
· OSRI, kwalter@pwssc.gen.ak.us
· NOFO, tmb@nofo.no
· Norwegian Coastal Administration, johan-marius.ly@kystverket.no
· ACS; Planning@alaskacleanseas.org
Existing participants

· Knut Bakke, Gina Ytteborg  Shell;  
· Eimund Garpestad, ConnocoPhillips
· Hanne Greiff Johnsen, Statoil
· Ulf Einar Moltu, Total
· Gunnar H Lille, Chevron
Enclosure;

· Questions and Answers
· State of the Art Report

· Joint Industry Program (JIP) Proposal






