DRAFT
4.  Collaboration with Oil Spill Research Institute   $100,000 ($200,000 total for up to 2 years)
This is the second year of a collaboration between NPRB and the Oil Spill Recovery Institute (OSRI).  Last year, in the 2006 RFP, the collaboration focused on the role of forage fish in the Northern Gulf of Alaska and Prince William Sound.  Three proposals were received and NPRB and OSRI agreed to fund Scott Johnson of the NOAA Auke Bay Laboratory for a two-year study of the seasonal distribution, habitat use and energy density of forage fish in the nearshore ecosystem of Prince William Sound.

Again this year, an opportunity exists to conduct collaborative research in the Northern Gulf of Alaska (Yakutat - Kodiak) and Prince William Sound.  And again this year, NPRB and OSRI have each committed up to $100,000 for this collaboration, yielding a total of up to $200,000. The research topics have changed for this 2007 RFP and are as follow:


a.   Socioeconomics: modeling community impacts - $75,000

The coastal regions of Alaska have experienced and are experiencing considerable environmental and anthropogenic changes to marine and adjacent ecosystems, with potentially significant effects on natural resources available for commercial, recreational or subsistence harvest and other uses, as well as on the coastal economies, culture and social fabric. In order to anticipate and plan for these changes, coastal communities and resource planners in Alaska need to understand the size and directions of social, economic, and cultural responses to ecosystem changes. As a first step, a specific need is a regional economic impact model for estimating the community impacts of the changes to the natural resource base of marine-resource dependent industries and activities. The resulting model should incorporate both traditional and emerging sectors, as well as consumptive and non-consumptive uses, and account for the geographic characteristics of Alaska's coastal regions, as well as relate coastal communities to the rest of the state economy. (Existing models can be adapted for Alaska)

b. Tracking and Monitoring Marine Organisms - $125,000.

The NPRB and OSRI desire to gather time-space information from tagged marine organisms in Prince William Sound and the broader regions of the northern Gulf of Alaska.  This RFP asks responders to design and carry out a pilot project of tagging  and tracking to gather information that will further the understanding of how tagged animals use their coastal environments seasonally for feeding and reproductive space.  This information should be relevant for decision making to reduce incidental mortality associated with, among other things,  different clean-up strategies and long-term restoration work in the event of an oil spill.  The successful proposal will demonstrate knowledge of capture techniques, permitting requirements (as needed), the strengths and weaknesses of proposed methods, appropriate statistical analyses, and identify candidate stocks for tagging and tracking.  Proposers will indicate the relative economic and ecological importance of stocks of choice, and show how tracking will have application to, among other things, spill response and clean-up activities designed to minimize environmental impacts. 
A pilot project is expected that may form the basis for a multi-year program designed to resolve longer-term changes in migration patterns and behaviors for selected species.  This work might be done in conjunction with the POST (Pacific Ocean Shelf Tracking) program proposed for Prince William Sound in 2007, or with other existing or new long-term tagging and monitoring studies. Funding of this pilot project is no guarantee of future funding.
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