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The OSRI Science and Technical Committee, met with Dr. Katey Walter and Nancy Bird most recently on June 19 (in Cordova) and again on August 3 (by teleconference) to discuss a number of business items for the upcoming year: 1) new opportunities for OSRI participation in several oil spill mitigation programs; 2) to begin planning for the continuing FY07 joint partnership with the North Pacific Research Board; 3) to discuss the AOOS drifter experiment and the OSRI role in that work; 4) to review the draft FY07 work plan; and 5) to find replacements for members retiring this year.

· Regarding the makeup of the STC for the coming year, we recommend the following for Board approval as new members:  Dr. Mike Bronson representing the oil industry, Dr. Henry Huntington, a social scientist, and Dr. Terry Whitledge, an oceanographer and Director of the UAF Institute of Marine Science.  We are also recommending the creation of a new OSRI STC emeritus position to be offered to Dr. John Goering in recognition of his long and exemplary service to OSRI.  The emeritus designation will provide a means for OSRI to retain exceptional expertise and will carry with it full voting privileges and engagement with STC business.  Emeriti will serve as long as they so desire in this special advisory role.  By adopting this recommendation, the Board will assure better balance among expertise within the various programs the board is sponsoring.  Beginning this fall, marine systems and ecology will be represented by Tom Royer, Ted Cooney, Terry Whitledge, and John Goering.  The oil spill response and mitigation program will be served by Alan Mearns, Lee Majors, Jeep Rice, and Mike Bronson. Astrid Scholz and Henry Huntington will provide advice about the growing area of socioeconomic impacts.  Finally, we regret that Phil Mundy has found it necessary to relinquish his seat on the board.  His expertise will be missed and difficult to replace.  Phil has assured the committee that he can be approached for advice as needed in the future. Let the record reflect our appreciation for his service.  
· The STC is fully supportive of the Research Program Manager’s efforts to strengthen the OSRI’s Response goal by investing in new partnerships like SINTEF’s Joint Industry Program (JIP) and the oil spill recovery prize through the InnoCentive program. In addition, it is our recommendation that a portion of the Respond funds also be available for co-sponsoring individual projects with partners like MMS, CRRC, and the Charter for Development of the North Slope. The particulars of these activities are defined in the FY07 Work Plan, and will be presented and discussed later in the meeting today. 
· OSRI is presently supporting a jointly funded 2-year study with the NPRB on forage fish ecology in western Prince William Sound.  Dr. Scott Johnson of the NOAA Auke Bay Laboratory is leading the work.  The study leverages additional funds from the NOAA Essential Fish Habitats program and also has application to shore-zone mapping studies.  The STC recommended not to extend the forage fish program into a third year without first looking at the results of the ongoing investigation.  Those results should be available well before the FY08 partnering work with NPRB is finalized. The OSRI STC is recommending two new areas for partnership work beginning in FY07 with NPRB: 1) the development of a socioeconomic impact model; and 2) the initiation of studies designed to use modern methods to tag and track components of the living marine ecosystem for a variety of oil spill and related issues. Coastal Alaska is presently experiencing considerable environmental and human caused changes to marine and adjacent ecosystems. In order to identify and plan for these changes, which impact the culture and social fabric of the region, coastal planners need to understand the magnitude and direction of what is happening. As a first step, a specific need is a regional impact model involving both the traditional and evolving economies.  The STC recommends that this work be pursued through an NPRB partnership. The level of support and details of this project are found in a separate attached document (handout). In addition to the socioeconomic impact modeling, the STC is also recommending that the NPRB and OSRI jointly fund a study using proven technologies for remotely tracking of selected marine organisms as part of the Understand section of the long-range plan. This time-space information will, among other things allow spill responders and others to help ease the ecological impacts their work. The level of support and details of this proposed program are also found in a separate attached document (handout). 
· For the summer of FY07, the Alaska Ocean Observing System (AOOS) is planning a major drifter field experiment in Prince William Sound using drifters and drogues to tag surface water masses. Observations in the field will be compared to modeled results as a means for evaluating and comparing the predictive ability of the OSRI supported Princeton Ocean Model (POM), the new Regional Ocean Modeling System (ROMS) and other industry models and observing platforms.  The STC is recommending OSRI participation in this work to include supporting the travel for one or more principal investigators from the University of Miami.  The specifics of an 11-12 October planning meeting for the field experiment are being coordinated by Dr. Carl Schoch of NPRB/AOOS.  Coordination of the actual field experiment will require the temporary hire of another person. As most on the advisory board are aware, OSRI has invested heavily in past nowcast/forecast modeling for Prince William Sound.
· The STC recommends the adoption of the FY07 work plan as reviewed and amended. 

· The STC envisions a productive new year with expanding challenges for the work of OSRI.  It has been refreshing to collaborate with the new Research Program Manager, Dr. Walter.  Katey has demonstrated a talent and enthusiasm for what is rapidly becoming a complex and integrated program of Understanding and Response.  Her interests in bolstering the oil spill recovery/technical aspects of the OSRI mission will likely result in many comprehensive accomplishments.  We on the Science and Advisory Committee look forward to providing advice on these and other matters. 

Finally, I ask that official inquiries from the Advisory Board to the STC be channeled through me so that important decisions about advice can be arrived at through a consensus procedure at the level of the committee.  I will route related correspondence to the full board, the Executive Director and the Research Program Manager so that everyone will be informed as the year progresses.  Thank you. 

Dr. R. Ted Cooney
